4              WILLIAM MORRIS
at that time not so common a condition for the City man as it is to-day. So it happened that his son was born on the edge of Epping Forest, then away beyond the dismal streets which stretch so far to-day. By the time William was six years old his family had moved to a still bigger house, Woodford Hall, the grounds of which touched the Forest itself.
It was in Epping Forest that William Morris learned to know and to love, with intimate affection, the intricacies and beauties of Nature. He began life as a sickly child, the luxury of continual fresh air and all the possibilities of a wealthy home made him-robust. The home atmosphere was healthy and Morris^had a delightful Jboyho^^
fields, the birds and the Sowers his cherished companions. At the age of eight^^             took him on a holiday to the chiu^es^O ancf it was there, in Canterbury Cathedral, that his mind was first gripped by the beauty of architectural design. It is worth thus noting that the love of Nature and the love of Art were-^iimljLJ^                                         the rest of William Mom^ little more than the widening of these two affections in multitudinous ways.
In 1847 the elder Morris died, leaving his family a recenHjTgranted coat-of~arms from the Heralds' College, which^ delighted his son, and a large fortune from a copperjm^                              Then, one year
after his father's death, William went to Marlborough College, one of the newly founded public schools, of